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Mazarin seemed to render such seclusion no longer neces-
sary.

J                   The King and the Queen-mother, who had pardoned Fargues

in spite of themselves, were much annoyed at finding that he
was living in opulence and tranquillity so near the Court;
thought him extremely bold to do so; and determined to

j                  punish him for this and for his former insolence.    They di-

rected Lamoignon, therefore, to find out something in the past

)                life of Fargues for which punishment might be awarded; and

I                 Lamoignon, eager to please, and make a profit out of his eager-

ness, was not long in satisfying them.    He made researches,
/            and found means to complicate Fargues in a murder that had

been committed in Paris at the height of the troubles. Officers
were accordingly sent to Courson, and its owner was arrested.
Fargues was much astonished when he learnt of what he was
accused. He exculpated himself, nevertheless, completely; al-
leging, moreover, that as the murder of which he was accused
had been committed during the troubles, the amnesty in which
he was included effaced all ^memory of the deed, according to
law and usage, which had never been contested until this occa-
sion. The courtiers who had been so well treated by the un-
happy man, did everything they could with the judges and the
King to obtain the release of the accused. It was all in vain.
Fargues was decapitated at once, and all his wealth was given
by way of recompense to the Chief-President Lamoignon, who
had no scruple thus to enrich himself with the blood of the
innocent.*

The other person who died at the same time was, as I have
said, Ninon, the famous courtesan, known, since age had com-
pelled her to quit that trade, as Mademoiselle de 1'Enclos, She
was a new example of the triumph of vice carried on cleverly
and repaired by some virtue. The stir that she made, and still
more the disorder that she caused among the highest and most

* It is necessary to observe that some of the details of this story, especi-
ally those that relate to the infamy of Lamoignon, have been denied ; Far-
gues, too, was hanged, not decapitated ; but the main fact, the initiative of
the king in this murder (of the worst description, being perpetrated under
,the forms of law) is denied by no one.